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Criterion VII

Institutional VValues and Best Practices

Key Indicator - 7.2 Best Practices

The Institute has successfully implemented the following two Best Practices during
the last five years.

Best Practice-1

1. Title of the practice:

‘Flood Disaster Management’

2. Objectives of the practice:
The following are the objectives of this activity

» Evacuation and rehabilitation of the flood affected people.
» To enable the students and the community to deal with the Flood Calamity.



http://www.acsashta.org/

3. The Context:

It affects lacks of people every year in India. The Warana and Krisha rivers in the vicinity
brought the biggest flood in the century. It broke down the backbone of the rural economy. Many
villages were affected. Our volunteers ran this campaign in Samdoli, Dudgaon, Nagthane,
Santgaon, Kasbe Digraj, Borgaon, Suryagoan, Bagani, and Malwadi. It was quite challenging to
reach to these villagers to evacuate them, to provide essential things to them, and most of all to
tackle the aftermath of this flood.

4. The Practice:

During the flood situation, the volunteers performed a number of challenging duties.
They successfully overcome the challenges of resource constraints, logistical issues, and the need
for broader community participation. The volunteers successfully helped in rescue and relief
operation, provided first aid, and distributed food and other essential items to the affected people.
Our volunteers took the affected people to the safe place.

We used our college building as a relief camp for shelter to the affected people.We made
available the food including Breakfast, Dinner and lunch. The social organizations helped us in
this. We arranged health check-ups and provided medicines to these people. A program ‘Art of
Living’ was organized in the relief camp. The Government’s aid was also made available in co-
operation with the Tahesildar Office to the affected people. At the end of the camp, women
expressed gratitude by tying Rakhi to our Volunteers.We ran a cleanliness drive in the flood
affected villages. The volunteers cleaned up the public places and appealed people to maintain
personal hygiene. Thus, they performed the duties of the responsible NSS volunteers.

5. Evidence of Success:

The relief efforts instilled social values and compassion in students while effectively
saving lives by evacuating affected people and their cattle to safety. The relief camp served as a
crucial shelter, especially for children and the elderly, providing necessary supplies like purified
water, food, and blankets through collaboration with the government and other organizations.
Essential medical care helped treat the sick and prevent seasonal diseases. Program officer Mr.
S.A. Gaikwad was recognized for his outstanding contributions.

6.Problems Encountered and Resources Required:

Key issues include the problem of electricity and transportation, which hindered
volunteers' ability to contact and reach affected individuals. People were reluctant to leave their
homes, complicating evacuation efforts. Establishing a flood relief camp was challenging,
particularly converting classrooms into living spaces and managing cleanliness, especially in
public areas and homes submerged in mud. Despite these obstacles, the volunteers successfully
ran the relief camp for eight days and suggested that improved transport, communication



networks, relief camps, and water discharge management could reduce future suffering during
floods.
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Rescue operation in flood affected area
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Rescue operation in flood affected area
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Enquiring flood affected people
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Distributing Breakfast and Lunch
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Distributing Sarris and other essential things
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Providing Water and Medicines
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Cleanliness Drive in flood affected area at Tung
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Cleanliness Drive in flood affected area at Kasabe Digraj
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Cleanliness Drive in flood affected area at Karandwadi
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Cleanliness Drive in flood affected area at Kasabe Digraj
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Interacting with flood affected people

(Hon.Mr. Sharad Pawar, M.P., Hon. Mr. Shrinivas Patil, Ex. M.P., Hon. Mr. Jayant Patil,
MLA and State President N.C.P, Hon. Mr. Balasaheb Patil, MLA)

AN

/
V I
LA
Arts & Commerce College
ASHTA, Tal, Walwa {Sangli




Interacting with flood affected people

(Hon. Smt. Rupali Chakankar, Women’s State President N.C.P.)
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Interacting with flood affected people
(Hon. Mr. Pratik Patil, Chairman, Volleyball Association, Maharashtra State
Youth Icon, N.C.P.)

/(\f\\

/
V I
LA
Arts & Commerce College
ASHTA, Tal, Walwa {Sangli




@Or\' Shot on Y15
N~ Vivo Al camera

Flood affected woman expressing Gratitude by tying Rakhi to NSS Coordinator
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News events about Flood Relief Camp
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News events about Flood Relief Camp
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Letter of Appreciation by Ashta Municipality to Mr. S. A. Gaikwad for his service
in flood disaster.
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Best Practice-2

1. Title of the practice:

‘COVID-19 Pandemic: Awareness and Remedies Campaign’
2. Obijectives of the practice:

The following are the objectives of this activity
» To know the severity of Covid-19 pandemic in nearby villages
» To create awareness of the COVID-19 and the preventive measures.

3. The context:

In 2020, COVID-19 led to a global pandemic, causing widespread illness, deaths, and
economic downturns, which resulted in job losses and migration from cities to rural areas. This
exacerbated health and social issues in rural regions. Our college's campaign effectively raised
awareness and promoted vaccination in these areas.

4. The Practice:

Beyond their educational duties, our NSS department led a social campaign to combat
COVID-19. They organized a systematic effort to raise awareness about the pandemic and
preventive measures. With the cooperation of local village Sarpanchs, NSS volunteers used
WhatsApp groups to share WHO guidelines and visited homes to educate villagers on mask use,
physical distancing, hand hygiene, and temperature monitoring. They also acted as paramedics,
conducted awareness activities like Rangoli and poster exhibitions, and organized a vaccination
camp on November 1, 2021, in partnership with the Rural Hospital, Ashta, and Ashta
Nagarparishad. This comprehensive approach aimed to effectively address and mitigate the
impact of COVID-19 in rural areas.

Thus they performed a remarkable dedicatory social service during this health
emergency. All our efforts helped the villagers to keep themselves safe from the virus. This
social service is one of the best of all situational social services which not only helped to
maintain personal but also social health. Therefore it has been selected as the ‘Best Practice’.

5. Evidence of Success:

During this health emergency, the people especially of the rural area were in terrified
mentality. A number of doubts about the virus were prevalent in the society. In such
circumstances the volunteers took various efforts to care others. They remained true to the motto
of NSS, ‘Not me but You’. The ‘Whatsapp Group Awareness Campaign’ was helpful to erase
disbeliefs about this pandemic. Our door to door visits not just educated the villagers about the
pandemic but dissolved the social and physical distances which had been taking away the



humanity. We successfully vaccinated 57 villagers, among them 38 got their first dose and 19
were vaccinated with the second dose. Thus our volunteers realized their social responsibility
and turned out to be the responsible social beings.

6. Problems Encountered and Resources Required:

Social service during the COVID-19 pandemic was challenging, but our determination helped us
overcome obstacles. With many people confined to their homes and lacking health facilities, our
NSS volunteers ran a campaign in rural areas to raise awareness. Despite initial confusion from
their parents and vaccine-related rumors, the volunteers effectively educated villagers on the
pandemic and vaccination. This campaign highlighted the deficiencies in rural medical facilities
and underscored the need for a scientific approach to health issues. The dedication of our
volunteers showcased their commitment to social responsibility and addressed critical gaps in
rural healthcare.
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Checking Oxygen level and Temperature
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C‘reéfinmc;; COVID 19‘awareness at gr(;céry shop
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Creating COVID 19 awareness through posters
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Creating awareness through posters
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Creating awareness at market place
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Creating awareness at public place
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Creating awareness at flour mill
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Brief report in Marathi
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List of beneficiaries
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Letter of Ashta Municipality
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Inauguration of Covid-19 Vaccination Camp
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Inauguration of Covid-19 Vaccination Camp
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Vaccination Camp
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Letter of Appreciation by village council Shigaon
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Letter of Appreciation by village council Ankalkhop
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Letter of Appreciation by village council Mardwadi
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Letter of Appreciation by village council Bhilwadi
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Letter of Appreciation by Ashta Municipality
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